
Patricia Hills, PhD 
238 Putnam Avenue 

Cambridge, MA  02139-3767 
 
        May 8, 2009 
 
Kayla Carlsen  
American Paintings, Drawings & Sculpture 
Christie’s 
20 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, NY  10020 
 
Dear Ms. Carlsen:   
 
Re:  Eastman Johnson, The Old Mount Vernon, 1857.  Oil on board, 14 x 24 3/4 inches.  Signed 
with initials, “E. J. Mt. Vernon 1857,” formerly in the collection of the Sons of the Revolution in 
the State of New York, and housed at Fraunces Tavern Museum at 54 Pearl Street, New York.     
I am familiar with this painting since it was exhibited in the 1991 exhibition held at the Brooklyn 
Museum and reproduced in Teresa A. Carbone and Patricia Hills, Eastman Johnson:  Painting 
America (New York:  Rizzoli, 1999), no. 68, illustrated.  I recently saw the painting at Christie’s, 
New York, on March 28, 2009, after its cleaning by one of the leading New England 
conservators.  In my opinion the work is by the American genre painter Eastman Johnson (1824-
1906), and I plan to include the work in my catalogue raisonné of the artist’s work.   
 
In 1857, shortly after Johnson returned to Washington D. C. after a brief sojourn in Wisconsin 
and Ohio, he visited Mount Vernon, the site of George Washington’s home.  At the time a group 
of civic-minded citizens were undertaking a fund-raising campaign to pay for renovations.  He 
painted several pictures of the grounds and the kitchen, but The Old Mount Vernon is the most 
finished.   
 
He did not sell the painting during his lifetime, and it was included in the 1907 sale of the artist’s 
estate held by the American Art Association.  The description in the catalogue, No. 107, reads:  
“The artist has taken the side view as being the more picturesque, instead of the front view or 
façade ordinarily depicted.  Figures are to be seen moving about between the graceful columns of 
the pergola.  The barn with groom seated in the doorway; a pickaninny [sic] is straying across the 
lawn.  The sunlight illumines the interior of the pergola and the front portico and gently graded 
lawn, also the gatehouse in rear of barn.  Some fine trees shade the place.”   
 
Johnson painted the buildings with great attention to the architectural details, such as the edges 
of the buildings, the columns, and even the fence.  The sky, the massing of the trees, and the light 
and shadow effects on the lawn are very typical of his style. 

     
      Sincerely yours, 

 
 
       Patricia Hills, PhD    
       Co-Author:  Eastman Johnson:  
       Painting America (1999) 
pathills@bu.edu  

Correction, line 4: “1999 exhibition held at 
the Brooklyn Museum”


